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President: JIM RIDENOUR
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Vice President: RUBEN TELLEZ
209-326-3195
classic57duskrose@gmail.com
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Board Members:
Jan Peterson
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Ken Van Dyke
209-840-4990

C.T.C.I.: Keith Rogers
209-527-2639

Newsletter: Katrina Tellez
209-480-3628

Publicity:
Patricia Mason
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Email: patriciaamason@aol.com

Holley Coppetti
209-480-5792
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Sunshine: Terry Helton
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209-324-8183

BIRDS ON THE WHARF!
Date: October 9-10, 2026 • Santa Cruz: Overnight 

Next  T-Bird Fun!

Facebook and Instagram
tbirdsofthecentralvalley

The Crispness of fall is comingThe Crispness of fall is comingThe Crispness of fall is coming



      Good morning, it’s a beautiful day at 0730 hours and I have a lot to do today including rebuilding my
portable work bench that goes over the trunk of mom’s bird. This allows me some extra work space for
projects, but honestly seems to gather stuff most of the time. This work bench is set up with a set of
wheels that can lower down for support but be locked up to move easily when I need to get mom’s bird
out for a drive. It has worked out very well but needs to be a little sturdier. Anyway, enough of that,
because MACTC has been busy and we have a great schedule that started two days ago and will continue
to mid-October.
     Allow me to explain. Last Friday we had our (I am not sure) 15  annual Hot August nights at English
Oaks, this has been a well-attended show. This coming Thursday we have a 1  annual at Dale Commons;
both are retirement homes and the people that live there love to see all the old cars. Moving forward we
have the Escalon Lions car show followed a week later with a meeting and 45  celebration. Then I go on
my annual Guys Only campout and fishing trip which is a four-day event. Then in October we have an
overnight tour to Santa Cruz culminated with a Birds on the Wharf Car Show and a meeting on October
11  in Knights Ferry. So yeah, a busy time, but this is why we have classic cars.
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     I am going to wrap this up with something I should have brought up at the last meeting however it did
not make it on the agenda and frankly we just ran out of time anyway. The topic is membership, and
more than just membership it is about involvement. It is the time of year that we start getting
nominations for executive positions. The positions are described in our little black membership book
along with our by-laws. If you haven’t already done so, please take the time to familiarize yourself with
these two subjects. We are a social club that has a vested interest in classic cars and particularly in the
classic Thunderbirds, our membership is run by volunteers and is successful only by our members being
involved with these board positions. Your membership does not require this level of involvement but is
very much appreciated. So far, our current board has been in place for four or more years, so we would
like to see some fresh faces and hear some ideas.
That’s a wrap for now.
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Howdy
Fellow T-birders

I’ll See Ya Around The Aviary
Jim Ridenour

President
Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club



SANTA CRUZ
BIRDS ON THE WHARF

Date OCTOBER 9-10 2026

Sponsored By
Jim and Mona

PAGE  0 4

Facebook  and  Instagram
tbirdsofthecentralvalley

Find Info & Updates!

PLAN AHEAD

Get Ready For
OVERNIGHT TOUR

Let's Have Fun!

THE MOST SPECIAL DAYS SEPTEMBER

07         Janis
17         Elaine
23         Julie
23         Terry
27         Jack

21
Paul and Ronna

SUNDAY

OCTOBER 11 - 12:00

MEETING - SOCIAL

Host:  Dub K. & Jeanette T.

FOR TAKING PICTURES
Jim R., Ruben, Donna,

Cheryl and Jane
DONATIONS

Jan - Wine
Keith & Elaine - Wine
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Hot August is officially over for another year and I’m sure everyone is looking
forward to a somewhat if not a much cooler September.  Thank you, Jan, and
Jane for hosting the August meeting at Mi Casa in Turlock.  We had a good turn
out and a beautiful line up of cars.

Congratulations to Gary and Dub on their Del Rio Awards. There was an
excellent turn out for MACTC at the English Oaks Car Show. Instead of the
traditional hot dog box meal, guests were treated to taco truck and of course
entertainment by Elvis and an assortment of treats and prizes were given out.

Saturday, September 12  for those members attending the Escalon Lions
Annual car show. We’ll meet at the Marval parking lot 1900 McHenry Ave. in
Escalon at 6:00 a.m.

th

The meeting for September has been moved to Sunday September 20  and will
be a combined meeting, social and MACTC celebration of 45 years. The
Montavon’s have volunteered their home for the event. The club is covering the
cost up to $1k. Any expenses over that will be covered equally by the members
attending. Come and celebrate the Modesto Thunderbird Club’s 45-year
celebration at Jim and Donna’s.

th

October 9-10 is an overnight tour hosted by Jim and Mona.  The trip will be a
drive to Santa Cruz, stay over Friday night and attend the car show on the
Santa Cruz Wharf Saturday.  For those that signed up, stay tuned for all the
details.  It isn’t too late to join the fun!

Ruben Tellez
VICE PRESIDENT

T-Birding  
is Better Together

Ruben

Thunderbirds
Celebrating Seventy Years ...

these beautiful classics are still amazing!

1957 Dusk Rose
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MEETING AND SOCIALMEETING AND SOCIAL  MEETING AND SOCIAL 
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WINNERSWINNERS  WINNERS 

Janis elaine

margaret jan

alex bob ruben

jane
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Gary’s T-Bucket celebrates 100 years this year. Gary and Cheryl have attended several
car shows this season.  Gary was awarded three awards for showing his T-Bucket.  He
received the Kids Choice Award at Del Rio, an award at Casa Verde and a trophy
from Welbe Health. Congratulations Gary!

Del Rio Plaque - Kids Choice Award

Welbe Health Trophy Casa Verde Award

Gary’s T-Bucket Gary’s T-Bucket 
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Meeting & Social
Sunday September 20th -11:00

Montavon’s
2505 Van Derk Circle - Modesto

Hosted by - Jim & Donna
Sign up - Call or Text Donna 209.402.1968

By September 14th

THE NEXT BIG THING

Manteca -  Stockton -  Tracy -  Turlock
Hwy 99 Pelendale Turn off  -  Right  on Dale -  Left  on Snyder -  Right  on Marsala -

Rt .  on Van Derk Circle
Oakdale

Yosemite-Albers/Hwy 108 -  Patterson Road -  Take Ladd/Kiernan Rd -  Left  on
Dale -  Left  on Snyder -  Right  on Marsala -  Right  on Van Derk Circle

Games
RLC - Bring $1's

Bingo
Pictures

Club History

We will be taking
pictures with

members as the
cars are parked

Collecting Bears and Books
during the month of September
for Childhood Cancer Awarness

- Drop off at businesses
throughout Oakdale

Collecting Bears and Books
during the month of September
for Childhood Cancer Awarness

- Drop off at businesses
throughout Oakdale

All MACTC members past/present
join us to celebrate 45 years of Thunderbirding 

With Thunderbird
Friends



Dennis And Pat 1956

A & W Celebrating 75 years
had classic cars, 65 cent hot
dogs and bands so we went.

Cheryl - Raffle Winner!

PAGE 11  ‌a little t-bird fun... 



During this year’s Del Rio Car Show, Dub Kyle was honored to receive the Bart Bartoni
award, a prestigious award given by the Del Rio Car Show committee, in recognizing a
person who has contributed greatly to our local area classic car culture and nostalgia. Mr.
Bartoni was a local jeweler and custom car builder in concert with Gene Winfield and
other custom car legends.

Dub’s fascination with cars dates back to his early teenage years, and continues today
through his continuing devotion. He currently is restoring a beautiful 1957 Thunderbird to
go along with his stable of very special classic vehicles, all of which have earned numerous
awards, and newsworthy features.

Dub’s life work has been devoted to auto service, beginning with work at various auto
dealers, followed by his own very successful businesses, primarily Kyle’s Jeep and 4 Wheel
Drive Parts business at Yosemite Avenue for over 50 years, now owned and operated by a
son. 

Throughout the years, Dub has come to be recognized for helping an endless number of
folks with and endless number of minor and major fixes on cars and trucks. A common
theme in today’s classic car discussion is “ask Dub.”

On behalf  of the entire MACTC membership, CONGRATULATIONS Dub, well
deserved!

Dub Kyle Honored With Bart Bartoni Award Dub Kyle Honored With Bart Bartoni Award 
submitted by Jim M.submitted by Jim M.
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PLEASE JOIN US
TO CELEBRATE

THE LIFE OF 
DONALD WIGLE

1953 -2026
SUNDAY,

SEPTEMBER 13
AT 12:00

FOR A PICNIC
AT

GRACEADA
PARK PICNIC

PAVILLIN

REMEMBERING
MACTC FRIEND

DON WIGLE

PAGE 13

2020 English Oaks

RSVP
JAN.WIGLE@YAHOO.COM

OR
CALL/TEXT 209.581.3967

Don was Modesto Area
Classic Thunderbird
Club President in 2018

P Wexford’s

H-B Oakdale Georges - Modesto

Georges - ModestoPapapavalos 
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             Club News

         Hoods Up

Dub K. was awarded the Bart Bartoni Award at the Del Rio car show.

Gary won the Kid’s Choice Award for his
100 year old T-Bucket at the Del Rio car show

Custom Coasters By Alex - 209.556.3803
Order table coasters engraved on slate with a Thunderbird for $40 

Jim and Donna had another great time at Hot August Nights in Reno

Jan and Jane had fun on a very hot day at the Gustine Linguisa Run
Another fun day at the F-100 Elite car show at the Fruit Yard

and at the Kid’s Day for school supplies in Turlock 

Jan’s Black E-Model is running.
Jan also had one of these when she was younger.

Tweety Bird officially has AC
After three diaphragm changes with the help of Dubs shop

Still needs to be charged.

Dub’s car too officially has AC
Which took time because the same mechanic as above missed two wires!




	SEPTEMBER 2026 VOLUME  46| ISSUE NO.  09
	'lil' bird drop-ins
	Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club, Inc. 
	modestotbirdclub.org
	WHAT'S HAPPENING THIS MONTH
	1956 Thunderbird - Celebrates Seventy Years
	Sunday • September 20 • 11:00 • Montavon’s • Modesto • Hosted By Jim and Donna


	IN THIS ISSUE
	OFFICERS & CHAIRPERSONS
	Page         04 
	 Page         04  
	Page         04
	Page        15
	Page         00
	Page         00
	Page         11
	  Page         09  
	   Page         08  
	Page         03
	Page        00
	Page        05
	The Crispness of fall is coming


	Next  T-Bird Fun!
	BIRDS ON THE WHARF!
	President: JIM RIDENOUR
	209-505-3512
	Email:
	ridenourjim550@gmail.com
	Vice President: RUBEN TELLEZ
	209-326-3195
	classic57duskrose@gmail.com
	Treasurer: ELAINE ROGERS
	209-527-2639
	Secretary: KATRINA TELLEZ
	209-480-3628
	Email:
	classic57duskrose@gmail.com
	Board Members:
	Jan Peterson
	209-634-3493
	Ken Van Dyke
	209-840-4990
	C.T.C.I.: Keith Rogers
	209-527-2639
	Newsletter: Katrina Tellez
	209-480-3628
	Publicity:
	Patricia Mason
	209-204-8282
	Email: patriciaamason@aol.com
	Holley Coppetti
	209-480-5792
	Email: classic57duskrose@gmail.com
	Sunshine: Terry Helton
	209-526-9073
	209-324-8183

	Facebook and Instagram
	tbirdsofthecentralvalley

	THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE
	Howdy
	Fellow T-birders
	Good morning, it’s a beautiful day at 0730 hours and I have a lot to do today including rebuilding my portable work bench that goes over the trunk of mom’s bird. This allows me some extra work space for projects, but honestly seems to gather stuff most of the time. This work bench is set up with a set of wheels that can lower down for support but be locked up to move easily when I need to get mom’s bird out for a drive. It has worked out very well but needs to be a little sturdier. Anyway, enough of that, because MACTC has been busy and we have a great schedule that started two days ago and will continue to mid-October.
	Allow me to explain. Last Friday we had our (I am not sure) 15th annual Hot August nights at English Oaks, this has been a well-attended show. This coming Thursday we have a 1st annual at Dale Commons; both are retirement homes and the people that live there love to see all the old cars. Moving forward we have the Escalon Lions car show followed a week later with a meeting and 45th celebration. Then I go on my annual Guys Only campout and fishing trip which is a four-day event. Then in October we have an overnight tour to Santa Cruz culminated with a Birds on the Wharf Car Show and a meeting on October 11th in Knights Ferry. So yeah, a busy time, but this is why we have classic cars.
	I am going to wrap this up with something I should have brought up at the last meeting however it did not make it on the agenda and frankly we just ran out of time anyway. The topic is membership, and more than just membership it is about involvement. It is the time of year that we start getting nominations for executive positions. The positions are described in our little black membership book along with our by-laws. If you haven’t already done so, please take the time to familiarize yourself with these two subjects. We are a social club that has a vested interest in classic cars and particularly in the classic Thunderbirds, our membership is run by volunteers and is successful only by our members being involved with these board positions. Your membership does not require this level of involvement but is very much appreciated. So far, our current board has been in place for four or more years, so we would like to see some fresh faces and hear some ideas.
	That’s a wrap for now.
	I’ll See Ya Around The Aviary
	Jim Ridenour
	President
	Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club
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	Hot August is officially over for another year and I’m sure everyone is looking forward to a somewhat if not a much cooler September.  Thank you, Jan, and Jane for hosting the August meeting at Mi Casa in Turlock.  We had a good turn out and a beautiful line up of cars.
	Congratulations to Gary and Dub on their Del Rio Awards. There was an excellent turn out for MACTC at the English Oaks Car Show. Instead of the traditional hot dog box meal, guests were treated to taco truck and of course entertainment by Elvis and an assortment of treats and prizes were given out.
	Saturday, September 12th for those members attending the Escalon Lions Annual car show. We’ll meet at the Marval parking lot 1900 McHenry Ave. in Escalon at 6:00 a.m.
	The meeting for September has been moved to Sunday September 20th and will be a combined meeting, social and MACTC celebration of 45 years. The Montavon’s have volunteered their home for the event. The club is covering the cost up to $1k. Any expenses over that will be covered equally by the members attending. Come and celebrate the Modesto Thunderbird Club’s 45-year celebration at Jim and Donna’s.
	October 9-10 is an overnight tour hosted by Jim and Mona.  The trip will be a drive to Santa Cruz, stay over Friday night and attend the car show on the Santa Cruz Wharf Saturday.  For those that signed up, stay tuned for all the details.  It isn’t too late to join the fun!
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	Gary’s T-Bucket celebrates 100 years this year. Gary and Cheryl have attended several car shows this season.  Gary was awarded three awards for showing his T-Bucket.  He received the Kids Choice Award at Del Rio, an award at Casa Verde and a trophy from Welbe Health. Congratulations Gary!
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	a little t-bird fun...
	Dennis And Pat 1956
	Cheryl - Raffle Winner!
	A & W Celebrating 75 years had classic cars, 65 cent hot dogs and bands so we went.


	Dub Kyle Honored With Bart Bartoni Award
	submitted by Jim M.
	During this year’s Del Rio Car Show, Dub Kyle was honored to receive the Bart Bartoni award, a prestigious award given by the Del Rio Car Show committee, in recognizing a person who has contributed greatly to our local area classic car culture and nostalgia. Mr. Bartoni was a local jeweler and custom car builder in concert with Gene Winfield and other custom car legends.
	Dub’s fascination with cars dates back to his early teenage years, and continues today through his continuing devotion. He currently is restoring a beautiful 1957 Thunderbird to go along with his stable of very special classic vehicles, all of which have earned numerous awards, and newsworthy features.
	Dub’s life work has been devoted to auto service, beginning with work at various auto dealers, followed by his own very successful businesses, primarily Kyle’s Jeep and 4 Wheel Drive Parts business at Yosemite Avenue for over 50 years, now owned and operated by a son.
	Throughout the years, Dub has come to be recognized for helping an endless number of folks with and endless number of minor and major fixes on cars and trucks. A common theme in today’s classic car discussion is “ask Dub.”
	On behalf of the entire MACTC membership, CONGRATULATIONS Dub, well deserved!
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	Jan and Jane had fun on a very hot day at the Gustine Linguisa Run
	Another fun day at the F-100 Elite car show at the Fruit Yard
	and at the Kid’s Day for school supplies in Turlock
	Jan’s Black E-Model is running.
	Jan also had one of these when she was younger.

	Tweety Bird officially has AC
	After three diaphragm changes with the help of Dubs shop
	Still needs to be charged.
	Dub’s car too officially has AC
	Which took time because the same mechanic as above missed two wires!


