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Happy Forth of July



    Good morning and Happy Father’s Day. It is a beautiful day so Mona and I
are going to take “Mom’s Bird” for a drive and have lunch at the Fifty’s
Roadhouse in Knights Ferry. June as well as the rest of the summer is full of car
shows, however because of the Movie American Graffiti, the month of June is
particularly fun for Modesto. It starts with a Graffiti Classic Car Show in
McHenry Village and is immediately followed by a week-long series of car
shows culminating with the Graffiti Parade and the two-day Kiwanis Graffiti
Car Show at the West MJC Campus.
   This is also a time when MACTC members bring their cars out and enjoy
each other’s company but more importantly we show off our cars and bring
joy to all that see them. It’s not only the cars that bring attention to the club,
but also a pop-up canopy and banner. Our purpose is to have a good time
and also introduce folks to our club and show how fun it can be. 
   MACTC’s 45th anniversary is this year; that’s an incredible accomplishment
especially when you're seeing other clubs losing membership and
disbanding. This is why it is important for us to be out there and driving
membership. The actual celebration has not been decided yet but I think by
August we should be able to get some planning started.
    That’s it for this edition of “Let the Pres speak” 

THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE
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Howdy
Fellow T-birders

I’ll See Ya Around The Aviary
Jim Ridenour

President
Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club



OVERNIGHT
Date OCTOBER 2026

Sponsored By
The Montavon’s
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Facebook  and  Instagram
tbirdsofthecentralvalley

Find Info & Updates!

PLAN AHEAD

Get Ready For
A FALL TOUR

Let's Have Fun!

THE MOST SPECIAL DAYS JULY

04         Patricia
19         Cheryl
19         Marilyn
21          Roger
23         Jane

No Anniversaries

SUNDAY

AUGUST 09 - 11:00

TBA - Modesto

Host:  Needed

FOR TAKING PICTURES
Jim R., Donna, Jim M.,
Ruben, Roberta, Julie

DONATIONS
Jan - Wine
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After a gusty meeting in May at the park (the park was nice except for the wind); it
was a relief to be back at Strings in Modesto, a little on the warm side but pleasant in
the shade.  Thank you, Patricia and Bob E., for setting up the June meeting. It was
great to see Pat and Dennis at the meeting, they came down from Oregon for Graffiti.   

President Jim R. along with other MACTC members and friends attended various
weeklong car shows that kicked off Graffiti week.  Meeting at Jim and Mona’s on a
beautiful cool Saturday morning; seven little birds an Impala and a Cutlass attended
the Kiwanis Graffiti Car Show at MJC’s West Campus. Once the MACTC pop up and
banners were set up, members enjoyed visiting over a doughnut and coffee provided
to the registrants. We were told that roughly two thousand cars, trucks and rods were
entered. There were no Thunderbirds chosen for an award this year. The lineup of
Thunderbirds made a beautiful display. So many spectators enjoyed the line of little
classics, there were many pictures being taken all day. 

No meeting/social in July, this is a dark month, December’s Christmas Party being the
other, all 501C3 non-profits are required to have 10 meetings per year.  Meetings for
the rest of the year are covered except for August; call or text me to host. For those
interested in hosting a meeting or tour, contact me anytime if you would like information
or help.

Interested in car shows, there are still quite a few, flyers are in the newsletter.  For
copies of information, flyers or registrations that are not on the website, contact me or
Katrina.

See you all at the next meeting in August, we’re thinking it would be nice to go an hour
or so earlier to beat the heat.

Ruben Tellez
VICE PRESIDENT

T-Birding  
is Better Together

Ruben

Thunderbirds
Celebrating Seventy Years ...

these beautiful classics are still amazing!

1957 Dusk Rose
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June Meeting & Social 

Strings‌
June Meeting & Social 
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June Winners! June Winners! 

STRINGS STRINGS 
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Meeting & Social
Sunday June 7th -12:00

Strings
2601 Oakdale Rd. - Modesto

Hosted by - Patricia and Bob
Sign up - Call or Text Patricia 209.204-8282

THE NEXT BIG THING

Manteca -  Stockton -  Tracy -  Turlock
Hwy 99 Standiford Turn off  -  East  -  Over McHenry Ave.  -  Right  on Oakdale Rd.

Turlock Alternate
Geer Rd.  -  Left  on Santa Fe -  Left  on Yosemite (Hwy 132)

Left  on Claus -  Left  on Floyd Ave.
Oakdale

Yosemite/Albers -  Right  on Patterson Road -  Left  at  the l ight  and continue on Patterson
Rd (Hwy 108) -  Left  on Oakdale Road

No Host Bar
 order from the
menu separate
checks/gratuity

included

Dining on the patio
Dress accordingly

Hosting a Meeting and Social

1.. A free local venue, restaurant, business or residence, with a
private space/room, to accommodate 40 people
2.. Order off the menu with Separate checks - Gratuity included is
acceptable - A limited menu is acceptable
3..  If possible, a full bar. (No Host)
4.. Decorations / treats are optional

Meetings run about two hours. Family and friends are always
welcome.  Please keep in mind accessibility, there are members
that can no longer climb stairs/navigate uneven ground.

NO MEETING 
IN  JULY

NO MEETING‌
IN ‌JULY

NO MEETING 
IN  JULY
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             Club News

         Hoods Up

Congratulations 
Holley & Tim 

Congratulations‌
Holley & Tim 

Holley and Tim Just welcomed their
second grandaughter.

Miller Monroe
born on their

first granddaughters birthday!
June 24th

7lbs 3oz and 18"

Holley and Tim Just welcomed their
second grandaughter.

Miller Monroe
born on their

first granddaughters birthday!
June 24th

7lbs 3oz and 18"
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MCHENRY VILLAGE

DOWNTOWN

KIWANIS CAR SHOW

DOWNTOWN

The Popup Tent
is really nice 

A few members and friends started off Graffiti week at a
popular car show in Mc Henry Village followed by a couple of
downtown events. Jim M. entered his truck in the parade and
had a fun evening with the grandchildren. It was a very warm 

Patricia with Mona and Jim’s
Grandchildren

Jim M. - Jane - Jan
Ruben - Katrina - Bob E.
Don - Shari



Friday morning June 27  five classic Thunderbirds caravaned up to
Sacramento to attend Extravaganza III.  Leading the way were Ruben and
Katrina - ‘57 Dusk Rose, Jack and Janis - ‘57 Coral Sand, Jan and Terry in
Jan’s newly painted ‘57 Star Mist Blue, friends from Carmel, Greg and
Sandy - ‘55 Red, followed up by Jim and Donna’s ‘57 Inca Gold. Stopping
briefly in Lodi for a stretch and snack, the complete drive went smoothly.
Frank and Cecilia ‘55 Black, met us at the hotel. 

th

A beautiful sight for    
Thunderbird enthusiasts
was the stunning sea of T-
Birds in all sizes, colors and
years from 1955-2005. We
parked our cars and headed
for the hospitality room and
registration tents.
Registration packets in hand,
banquet tables signed up,
raffle tickets deposited, and
silent auction bids made.
There were several activities
for the Friday arrival’s to
choose from. Tech sessions,
poker walk, bingo and swap
meet.

Jan bought a few parts, including a nice top she had put onto her car to transport home. Friday night
after dinner was an ice cream social, cake to celebrate BATOC’s 65  anniversary and a movie on the
patio.  Saturday was a beautiful sunny day, more cars had arrived and the Extravaganza was in full swing.  
Ruben won a round of bingo and took an interest in all of the tech sessions while the others kicked tires, 

th

visited in the shade and watched some car games. The Saturday evening banquet and awards
was nice.  A slide show of the cars and fun activities of the day played while everyone relaxed
and had their meal.  A few awards were given for the poker walk, car games and fifty-fifty. I
hope everyone enjoyed the weekend and had a safe trip home.   Submitted by Katrina

PAGE 12 extravaganza iiiextravaganza iiiextravaganza iii    extravaganza iii 
The Thunderbird Extravaganza III was a great success!  Thank you everyone in the Sacramento and  
BATOC Clubs who organized and executed a fun filled weekend. Three couples attended traveling from
Canada, Switzerland and New Zealand, quite an adventure for T-Bird
enthusiasts! Ross estimated 80 cars participated in this event.



Left - Jack and Janis ~ Front - Cecilia and Frank
Right - Jim and Donna ~ Back - Friends Greg and Sandy

Katrina and Terry - Ruben taking the
picture. Heading to the room to freshen
up for the banquet.

The car games were a blast!
There were four games all
involving a driver and
passenger while driving the
car: 

Sweep a ball with a broom
alongside the passenger side
and into the net - Timed. 

A plum bob tied to the
bumper, the closest to the
target wins.

Bean bag toss thrown from
the passenger window - two
boards - then  drive the car
to the box - Timed.

Pit Stop - Drive up to the pit
- Fill the gas tank, Wash the
window, check the oil,
pretend to remove a lug nut,
check the air in two front
tires and record each, check
the thermal temp of the
engine and record - race to
the finish line - Timed.
Ruben was five inches from
the target and was awarded
a gift certificate!

Jim M. and Ruben also won
raffle prizes.
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Ken (with great
granddaughter
Hope) and Roberta
were awarded a
trophy for ther
1956 Thunderbird
sponsored by Elk’s
CHEA Central
District DOGER

ELK’S 18THELK’S 18THELK’S 18TH
ROD & CUSTOMROD & CUSTOMROD & CUSTOM   

CAR SHOWCAR SHOWCAR SHOW
ELK’S 18TH

ROD & CUSTOM 
CAR SHOW

The 18th Annual Rod and
Custom Car Show at Elk’s in
Modesto was a great event.
Where owners showed off
their classics renewed, in
the raw, supped up, dressed
up or in general, just for fun.  

Dub and Jeanette  
were awarded a
trophy sponsored
by Jay’s Trophy
Shop for the El
Camino above.
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ELK’S 18THELK’S 18THELK’S 18TH
ROD & CUSTOMROD & CUSTOMROD & CUSTOM   

CAR SHOWCAR SHOWCAR SHOW
ELK’S 18TH

ROD & CUSTOM 
CAR SHOW

Devin and his side kick - Grandpa Bob E.
julie and mike

t-bird friends don and shari
ken and roberta

brian - nichole - hope hope and grandpa mike hope and great grandpa ken

uncle sam

not pictured: jim r - cheryl & gary - ruben & katrina
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The event was the 18  annual Elk’s car show held on Sunday June 28 . MACTC sponsored a
trophy, so myself, Ruben, Bob E. and Bobs’ grandson Devin made our way around the car show
grounds. Now, we all agreed that the basic criteria is to not pick a car that is for sale and to not
pick sides by picking from our group, so with that in mind we each took turns choosing cars that
we liked and by the end we had about ten cars to choose from. One car in particular really stood
out so we decided it would be the one, nope, to late it already had a red winner card, next was
another beauty but again it was also labeled with a winner card. At this point I started
campaigning for who was to become our winner, nobody who didn’t stop and talk to Bruce
would give him a winner card after all. I had first talked to Bruce at the Graffiti Classic C.S.,
because I had never seen a radiator mounted in the bed of a pick-up. I talked with Bruce for a
while and was just amazed at the story behind his 1940 Ford pick-up. Bruce did all the work, all
the customizing, it has a 600 hp engine, tilt front end and a fuse panel in a drawer under the
driver’s seat. Bruce said he is too old to get on his back and work under the dash. As far as the
paint goes it’s just a rattle can red oxide primer because as Bruce puts it “I aint gonna pay no
fourteen thousand dollars for a paint job” and I am glad because it just wouldn’t be what it is.      
Bruce was very appreciative about receiving this award and that makes it the right choice in my
book. It’s not about having the money to customize a car and make it pretty, it’s about good ole
fashion grit and determination and American spirit that puts a truck in my winner’s circle.

th th

Also, as a side note all but one of our original 10 cars received awards, so I guess we where on the
right track.

Now you know why we picked “Bruce’s Speed Shop” as our winner

Why We Chose

Bruce’s Speed Shop
As Our Winner

president
jim R.

vice president
ruben

devin and
his sidekick

grandpa bob e.
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	1957 Dusk Rose
	After a gusty meeting in May at the park (the park was nice except for the wind); it was a relief to be back at Strings in Modesto, a little on the warm side but pleasant in the shade.  Thank you, Patricia and Bob E., for setting up the June meeting. It was great to see Pat and Dennis at the meeting, they came down from Oregon for Graffiti.
	President Jim R. along with other MACTC members and friends attended various weeklong car shows that kicked off Graffiti week.  Meeting at Jim and Mona’s on a beautiful cool Saturday morning; seven little birds an Impala and a Cutlass attended the Kiwanis Graffiti Car Show at MJC’s West Campus. Once the MACTC pop up and banners were set up, members enjoyed visiting over a doughnut and coffee provided to the registrants. We were told that roughly two thousand cars, trucks and rods were entered. There were no Thunderbirds chosen for an award this year. The lineup of Thunderbirds made a beautiful display. So many spectators enjoyed the line of little classics, there were many pictures being taken all day.
	No meeting/social in July, this is a dark month, December’s Christmas Party being the other, all 501C3 non-profits are required to have 10 meetings per year.  Meetings for the rest of the year are covered except for August; call or text me to host. For those interested in hosting a meeting or tour, contact me anytime if you would like information or help.
	Interested in car shows, there are still quite a few, flyers are in the newsletter.  For copies of information, flyers or registrations that are not on the website, contact me or Katrina.
	See you all at the next meeting in August, we’re thinking it would be nice to go an hour or so earlier to beat the heat.

	T-Birding   is Better Together Ruben

	Strings June Meeting & Social
	June Winners!

	STRINGS
	Hosting a Meeting and Social
	1.. A free local venue, restaurant, business or residence, with a private space/room, to accommodate 40 people 2.. Order off the menu with Separate checks - Gratuity included is acceptable - A limited menu is acceptable 3..  If possible, a full bar. (No Host) 4.. Decorations / treats are optional
	Meetings run about two hours. Family and friends are always welcome.  Please keep in mind accessibility, there are members that can no longer climb stairs/navigate uneven ground.


	NO MEETING IN JULY
	THE NEXT BIG THING
	Meeting & Social Sunday June 7th -12:00 Strings 2601 Oakdale Rd. - Modesto Hosted by - Patricia and Bob Sign up - Call or Text Patricia 209.204-8282
	No Host Bar  order from the menu separate checks/gratuity included

	Club News
	Hoods Up

	Congratulations Holley & Tim
	Holley and Tim Just welcomed their second grandaughter. Miller Monroe born on their first granddaughters birthday! June 24th 7lbs 3oz and 18"

	graffiti week
	MCHENRY VILLAGE
	DOWNTOWN
	KIWANIS CAR SHOW
	DOWNTOWN
	The Popup Tent is really nice
	Jim M. - Jane - Jan Ruben - Katrina - Bob E. Don - Shari
	Patricia with Mona and Jim’s Grandchildren

	A few members and friends started off Graffiti week at a popular car show in Mc Henry Village followed by a couple of downtown events. Jim M. entered his truck in the parade and had a fun evening with the grandchildren. It was a very warm


	extravaganza iii
	The Thunderbird Extravaganza III was a great success!  Thank you everyone in the Sacramento and  BATOC Clubs who organized and executed a fun filled weekend. Three couples attended traveling from
	Canada, Switzerland and New Zealand, quite an adventure for T-Bird enthusiasts! Ross estimated 80 cars participated in this event.
	Friday morning June 27th five classic Thunderbirds caravaned up to Sacramento to attend Extravaganza III.  Leading the way were Ruben and Katrina - ‘57 Dusk Rose, Jack and Janis - ‘57 Coral Sand, Jan and Terry in Jan’s newly painted ‘57 Star Mist Blue, friends from Carmel, Greg and Sandy - ‘55 Red, followed up by Jim and Donna’s ‘57 Inca Gold. Stopping briefly in Lodi for a stretch and snack, the complete drive went smoothly. Frank and Cecilia ‘55 Black, met us at the hotel.
	A beautiful sight for    Thunderbird enthusiasts was the stunning sea of T-Birds in all sizes, colors and years from 1955-2005. We parked our cars and headed for the hospitality room and registration tents.
	Registration packets in hand, banquet tables signed up, raffle tickets deposited, and silent auction bids made.
	There were several activities for the Friday arrival’s to choose from. Tech sessions, poker walk, bingo and swap meet.
	Jan bought a few parts, including a nice top she had put onto her car to transport home. Friday night after dinner was an ice cream social, cake to celebrate BATOC’s 65th anniversary and a movie on the patio.  Saturday was a beautiful sunny day, more cars had arrived and the Extravaganza was in full swing.  Ruben won a round of bingo and took an interest in all of the tech sessions while the others kicked tires,
	visited in the shade and watched some car games. The Saturday evening banquet and awards was nice.  A slide show of the cars and fun activities of the day played while everyone relaxed and had their meal.  A few awards were given for the poker walk, car games and fifty-fifty. I hope everyone enjoyed the weekend and had a safe trip home.   Submitted by Katrina

	extravaganza iii
	The car games were a blast! There were four games all involving a driver and passenger while driving the car:
	Sweep a ball with a broom alongside the passenger side and into the net - Timed.
	A plum bob tied to the bumper, the closest to the target wins.
	Bean bag toss thrown from the passenger window - two boards - then  drive the car to the box - Timed.
	Pit Stop - Drive up to the pit - Fill the gas tank, Wash the window, check the oil, pretend to remove a lug nut, check the air in two front tires and record each, check the thermal temp of the engine and record - race to the finish line - Timed.
	Ruben was five inches from the target and was awarded a gift certificate!
	Jim M. and Ruben also won raffle prizes.
	Left - Jack and Janis ~ Front - Cecilia and Frank Right - Jim and Donna ~ Back - Friends Greg and Sandy
	Katrina and Terry - Ruben taking the picture. Heading to the room to freshen up for the banquet.


	ELK’S 18TH ROD & CUSTOM  CAR SHOW
	The 18th Annual Rod and Custom Car Show at Elk’s in Modesto was a great event. Where owners showed off their classics renewed, in the raw, supped up, dressed up or in general, just for fun.
	Ken (with great granddaughter Hope) and Roberta were awarded a trophy for ther 1956 Thunderbird sponsored by Elk’s CHEA Central District DOGER
	Dub and Jeanette  were awarded a trophy sponsored by Jay’s Trophy Shop for the El Camino above.

	ELK’S 18TH ROD & CUSTOM  CAR SHOW
	not pictured: jim r - cheryl & gary - ruben & katrina
	Devin and his side kick - Grandpa Bob E.
	t-bird friends don and shari
	uncle sam
	julie and mike
	ken and roberta
	brian - nichole - hope
	hope and grandpa mike
	hope and great grandpa ken

	Why We Chose Bruce’s Speed Shop As Our Winner
	The event was the 18th annual Elk’s car show held on Sunday June 28th. MACTC sponsored a trophy, so myself, Ruben, Bob E. and Bobs’ grandson Devin made our way around the car show grounds. Now, we all agreed that the basic criteria is to not pick a car that is for sale and to not pick sides by picking from our group, so with that in mind we each took turns choosing cars that we liked and by the end we had about ten cars to choose from. One car in particular really stood out so we decided it would be the one, nope, to late it already had a red winner card, next was another beauty but again it was also labeled with a winner card. At this point I started campaigning for who was to become our winner, nobody who didn’t stop and talk to Bruce would give him a winner card after all. I had first talked to Bruce at the Graffiti Classic C.S., because I had never seen a radiator mounted in the bed of a pick-up. I talked with Bruce for a while and was just amazed at the story behind his 1940 Ford pick-up. Bruce did all the work, all the customizing, it has a 600 hp engine, tilt front end and a fuse panel in a drawer under the driver’s seat. Bruce said he is too old to get on his back and work under the dash. As far as the paint goes it’s just a rattle can red oxide primer because as Bruce puts it “I aint gonna pay no fourteen thousand dollars for a paint job” and I am glad because it just wouldn’t be what it is.       Bruce was very appreciative about receiving this award and that makes it the right choice in my book. It’s not about having the money to customize a car and make it pretty, it’s about good ole fashion grit and determination and American spirit that puts a truck in my winner’s circle. Also, as a side note all but one of our original 10 cars received awards, so I guess we where on the right track. Now you know why we picked “Bruce’s Speed Shop” as our winner
	vice president ruben
	president jim R.
	devin and his sidekick grandpa bob e.


