APRIL 2026 VOLUME 46| ISSUE NO. 04

/ Mmmm o mmoa mm

' hird dron=ins

o ug ue (N d e N e w Y N 9~
--

Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club, Inc.
modestotbirdclub.org
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WHAT'S HAPPENING THIS MONTH
THUNDERBIRDS - TAKE A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Sunday ¢ April 12 « 12:00 ¢ Strings - Modesto « Hosted By Jim & Mona

NEXT MONTH - SUNDAY - MAY 17 -12:00 - TBA - TBA - HOST: RUBEN & KATRINA
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THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE

Howdy
Fellow T-birders

| hope these early chilly mornings find you well....

Saturday, March 21st was my first car show of the season with another planned for
early April. Saturday was a first for Stockton, it was held at the Stockton Metro airport.
Our caravan of seven cars (three club members and four friends) was 7 of about 70
in attendance and we received 3 of the 35 awards, it was a great show. In two
weeks, April 4th, | will head to Knights Ferry for my 3 year in row for this show.
Speaking of car shows and tours, there are a lot of both coming up. Included in the
ones that | am attending there are several car shows in the MACTC area (for a list of
car shows please check our web site at https://modestotbirdclub.org) and
remember that we have a tour over to Watsonville for a t-bird rally in May and the
Extravaganza in Sacramento, in June.

In unrelated news, Mona and are past the halfway mark of our remodel project at
home. Seeing as how we are both still working it is a slow process. The entirety of it
is new paint, flooring, and doors in all but the two front rooms. This includes fixtures,
molding, furniture, and decorations. It will look fantastic when complete, which we
hope to be the end of April.

Alright well | could probably add more but | need to wrap this up and get some
project stuff done.

Will See Ya Around The Aviary and Until We Meet Again
Jim Ridenour

President
Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club


https://modestotbirdclub.org/
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PLAN AHEAD

SUNDAY FOR TAKING PICTURES
MAY 17 - 12:00 Jim R. and Ruben

DONATIONS
TBA - TBA Jan - Wine

Host: Ruben & Katrina

Get Ready For
FRIENDS EacebOOk and Instagram
REVISITED tbirdsofthecentralvalley

Destination Watsonville
Date May 01-03 2026
Reservation Information Below

Sponsored By

Alan and Sandi Brown |[ modestotbirdclub.org
Monterey Club ———

Let's Have Fun! Find Info & Updates!
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VICE PRESIDENT

Ruben Tellez

Thunderbirds
Celebrating Seventy Years...
these beautiful classics are stillamazing!

A great meeting at Mi Casa in Turlock, hosted by Jan. Thank you Jan for the
treats and for sharing your collection of tin toys among them a Thunderbird
station wagon. A lot of great hoods up conversation, Jim M. sold the 1960 ‘Lucy’
bird. With the help of Jane, Jan brought three of her Thunderbirds to show, nine
cars in all.

Plans are being made to attend upcoming car shows. Jim R. will be attending the
Knights Ferry car show again this year on April 4th. Find information regarding
upcoming car shows and events on the club's website and social media pages.
Web Site modestotbirdclub.org Face Book/Instagram tbirdsofthecentralvalley.
Thank you to Patricia and Holley for providing this information through social
media. Itis a good way to get our club out into the public eye.

Meetings have been covered except for August. Thank you to everyone that
signed up to host. If it will be your first time hosting and/or you would like help
hosting a meeting or tour, please contact Katrina or myself.

Reservation link for the Friends revisited weekend May 1-3 is ready for booking.
Get your reservation in by April 5" to take advantage of the Thunderbird rate.

Looking forward to seeing everyone again at the next meeting and social
Sunday, April 12th - 12:00 at Strings in Modesto, hosted by Jim and Mona.
Friends and family are always welcome. You'll find all of the details in The Next

Big Thing below. T-Birdin g
is Better Together
Ruben
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TBIRD FRIENDS REVISITED

WHEN - MAY 1-3
WHERE - HAMPTON INN & SUITES
BY HILTON - WATSONVILLE
BOOK BY APRIL 5TH

HTTPS://WWW.HILTON.COM/EN/ATTEND-MY-

EVENT/WVIWBHX-TBM-40A6766E-6681-4F36-
9A14-DD10E3002E12/

THE NEXTBIG THING

Meeting & Social
Sunday April 12th-12:00
Strings Italian Cafe
2601 Oakdale Rd. - Modesto
We'll be dining on Hosted by - Jim and Mona No Host Bar

the patio . , Order off the Menu
Dress ac?:ordingly Sign up - Call or Text Jim 209.505-3512 Separate Checks

Manteca - Stockton - Tracy - Turlock
Hwy 99 Standiford Turn off - Right/Left on Standiford - Right on Oakdale Rd.
Turlock Alternate
Geer Rd. - Left on Santa Fe - Left on Yosemite Blvd. - Right on Claus Rd. - Left on Floyd
Oakdale
Hwy 108 or Yosemite/Albers to Right on Patterson Rd. - Left on Oakdale Rd.

Strings Italian Cafe is at Floyd and Oakdale Rd.
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Club News
Hoods Up

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
EARL REEDY CELEBRATED HIS
90TH!

Jan - The black ‘E’ bird is running
with the help of Paul and Bob. Also
switched out tail pipes and mufflers
with glass paks

m Ruben - The transmission is in.
| In the process of putting the
\/ parts back on the engine.

y
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Board of Directors Meeting Highlights
Video Conference March 20,2026

Treasurer’s Report: John Kledis presented the Year-End Financials for 2025. This
report will become the basis for our Yearly Form 990, which is the Federal tax filing.
He explained that our balance sheet is strong with over 1,300,000 in Assets. On the
Revenue and Expenses report, John explained that the club showed a small
“Functional” (Club Operations) loss. This was balanced with our dividends and
interest from our Investment Account. Therefore, the club showed a positive net
income of over $35,000. This is significantly better than 2024. John reminded the
Board that we needed to continue to increase membership and thus revenue in
2026.

Member Renewals: Garrett Shropshire, through the Office Activity Report,
documented Member Renewals. Garrett shared some great news that between
January and February of 2026, we have already gained 30 New Members. In addition,
we gained 8 members who had previously returned to CTCI (before 2025). We are
right in the middle of the renewal period, so it is difficult to know exactly what the
trends are. It is also not possible for us to tell how many members we may lose as a
result of the discontent. As of 2/28/2026, we have received only 33 dropout notices.

2026 Member Renewal Marketing Plan: Garrett Shropshire, through the Office
Activity Report, outlined the ongoing Marketing Plan. He remarked that we will put
some effort into continuing marketing to members who did not renew in 2023, 2024,
and 2025. Second, we will continue working with chapters willing to share their
rosters. Third, we are going to directly market to those Modern Classic - Retro
owners who live within a 300 to 400-mile radius of Flagstaff, AZ. Our goal is to
encourage these members to “be a member for the day.” We continue to work with
chapters that have sent the names of all CTCI members in the chapter area who are
NOT members of a local chapter. The goal is to persuade all CTCI members who are
not part of a chapter to become active members of the local chapter.
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Office Activity: The CTCI Activity Report & stats for the Factory Invoices and
Merchandise Sales for the whole year of 2025 and year to date for 2026 are included
for your review. We have assisted the invoice committee in processing 12 Invoice
requests so far in 2026, up from 8 at the same time last year. Merchandise sales for
the year to date are at $ 3,506.10. We are UP in merchandise sales from the same
period in 2025. In addition, since we are NOT adding to the inventory, our store
balance sheet continues to improve (turning inventory into cash).

Board Appointment: The CTCI Board appointed Pocahontas Cole to fill the open
Region 5 Director position.

Joint Convention 2026: The CTCI Board discussed the current progress of the 2026
Joint (TOA) Convention. At this point, only the hotel contract has been finalized. No
other details have been agreed. In addition, the schedule, tours, and programs, along
with their related pricing, have not yet been determined. The Committee will work
over the next few weeks to complete planning and finalize some of these details. It is
the committee’s hope to have all registration details finalized by April 15.

Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee outlined improved procedures
to help the membership gain a clearer understanding of each candidate’s
background and qualifications to assist the CTCI Board.

Club Liaison / Membership Committee: This committee gave its report to the Board.
They outlined the goal of increasing communication and cooperation with each local
chapter. Several ideas were provided, including “Test Drive” packages for each club
and assistance from CTCI with local club events (such as giveaways and other
promotional materials).

The next Board meeting is set for May 15, 2026, at 10:00 AM Central

On Behalf of the Board,
Bob Bly, President
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SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH, 2026

AT CASTLE AIR MUSEUM IN ATWATER, CALIFORNIA
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ONLINE
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May 2, 2026
8:00 am - 3200 pm
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next meeting
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	A great meeting at Mi Casa in Turlock, hosted by Jan.  Thank you Jan for the treats and for sharing your collection of tin toys among them a Thunderbird station wagon. A lot of great hoods up conversation, Jim M. sold the 1960 ‘Lucy’ bird.  With the help of Jane, Jan brought three of her Thunderbirds to show, nine cars in all.
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	Meetings have been covered except for August. Thank you to everyone that   signed up to host.  If it will be your first time hosting and/or you would like help hosting a meeting or tour, please contact Katrina or myself.
	Reservation link for the Friends revisited weekend May 1-3 is ready for booking. Get your reservation in by April 5th to take advantage of the Thunderbird rate.
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	No Host Bar Order off the Menu Separate Checks
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	Ruben - The transmission is in. In the process of putting the  parts back on the engine.
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	Member Renewals: Garrett Shropshire, through the Office Activity Report, documented Member Renewals. Garrett shared some great news that between January and February of 2026, we have already gained 30 New Members. In addition, we gained 8 members who had previously returned to CTCI (before 2025). We are right in the middle of the renewal period, so it is difficult to know exactly what the trends are.  It is also not possible for us to tell how many members we may lose as a result of the discontent. As of 2/28/2026, we have received only 33 dropout notices.
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	Office Activity: The CTCI Activity Report & stats for the Factory Invoices and Merchandise Sales for the whole year of 2025 and year to date for 2026 are included for your review. We have assisted the invoice committee in processing 12 Invoice requests so far in 2026, up from 8 at the same time last year. Merchandise sales for the year to date are at $ 3,506.10. We are UP in merchandise sales from the same period in 2025. In addition, since we are NOT adding to the inventory, our store balance sheet continues to improve (turning inventory into cash). Board Appointment: The CTCI Board appointed Pocahontas Cole to fill the open Region 5 Director position.
	Joint Convention 2026: The CTCI Board discussed the current progress of the 2026 Joint (TOA) Convention.  At this point, only the hotel contract has been finalized. No other details have been agreed. In addition, the schedule, tours, and programs, along with their related pricing, have not yet been determined.   The Committee will work over the next few weeks to complete planning and finalize some of these details. It is the committee’s hope to have all registration details finalized by April 15.
	Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee outlined improved procedures to help the membership gain a clearer understanding of each candidate’s background and qualifications to assist the CTCI Board.
	Club Liaison / Membership Committee:  This committee gave its report to the Board. They outlined the goal of increasing communication and cooperation with each local chapter. Several ideas were provided, including “Test Drive” packages for each club and assistance from CTCI with local club events (such as giveaways and other promotional materials).
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