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WHAT'S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

Thunderbird
Thanksgiving
November 11, NOON Banta Inn • Banta • Hosts Jim Fenelon & Corine Herrera
NEXT MONTH

DECEMBER 09

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON NOON HOSTED BY KEN & ROBERTA VAN DYKE
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President: Don Wigle
(209) 527-7775
Email: wigles@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: Katrina Tellez
(209) 480-3628
Email: classic57duskrose@gmail.com
Treasurer: Elaine Rogers
(209) 527-2639
Secretary: Jim Ridenour
(209) 505-3512

HENRY FORD'S QUOTE OF THE MONTH

’

"You can t learn in school what the
world is going to do next year.."

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM THE CREATOR

Next QC:
CALIFORNIA GOLD
COAST
Date: May 2-5 2019 • Location: Ventura

CTCI: Jim Ridenour
(209) 505-3512
Board Members:
Earl Reedy
(209) 823-0258
Jim Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Publicity:
Donna Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Sunshine: Donna Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Games: Keith Rogers
(209) 527-2639

The club is on Facebook!
Visit this link:
tinyurl.com/modesto-bird
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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT

Don's '55
With the year rapidly coming to a close, we finally did it and managed to get together a full slate of officers for
next year, well almost full as we still need another board member. I won't go into detail on the nominees as
they're listed in the minutes and else where in this newsletter, but I would like to express my appreciation for a
couple of them. First, Jan Peterson for stepping up even though she has served as an officer several times in the
past. Second, Katrina Tellez who is planning on accepting two terms as president so we can more efficiently
plan and carry-out our QC in a couple of years. Of course Katrina's decision means I will be burdened with the
arduous task of CTCI rep for two years, but with excellent training from past reps, I feel I am up for it.
We had kind of an abbreviated meeting in October, but we managed to get it done between songs. I really
didn't expect a musician when making the reservations, actually when Jan made the reservations, but it all
worked out pretty well.
November's lunch/meeting will be at the Banta Inn which has been one of my favorite places to get a burger
for decades, as in since the early 80's so I hope it's still as good as I remember. I've been asked to lead a group up
from Auto Zone on Pelendale to the Inn which is always fun. At this point, I'm planning on sticking to secondary
roads as much as possible, making a 20 minute freeway drive into a 40+ minute cruise.
I'm looking forward to seeing everybody at the Banta Inn a couple of weeks from now, as well as the
Christmas party coming up in December. For more on the Banta Inn check out the link below. 'Till then ... Don

THE MOST SPECIAL DAYS
Bill Graham
2
Michelle Stitt
3
Monty Montgomery 19
Donna Montavon
25

Birthdays

NOVEMBER

Ken & Roberta Van Dyke
7
Rodney & Jeanette Voumard
15
Monty & Bev Montgomery
19

Anniversaries
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PLAN AHEAD

THANK YOU...

Christmas Luncheon
December 9 - Noon
Papapolloni Mediterranean
Oakdale
Look for a separate flyer in the
next couple of days - Sign up at
the meeting
Ken & Roberta Van Dyke

Jan Wigle
who volunteered
to fill in for
Sectary - Jim Ridenour

Banta Inn

Offices Filled
Thank You Volunteers

Did you know that the Banta Inn
is said to be haunted? We
should have met there in
October for a spooky meeting!
Check out an article in the
Tracy Press at the following link

President - Katrina Tellez
Vice President/Meetings & Tours Jan Peterson
Secretary - Jan Wigle
Treasure - Elaine
C.T.C.I - Don Wigle
Give Away - Keith Rogers
Sunshine - Donna Montavon
Publicity - Donna Montavon
Newsletter - Katrina Tellez

https://tinyurl.com/bantainn

Get Ready For QC XLII
Nifty 50's By The Sea
Ventura
May 2 - 5 2019

facebook.com/calitourguide

Hosted By
California Gold Coast
Thunderbird Club

Let's Have Fun!

Find Info & Updates!

TOURIST MAGAZINE
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VICE PRESIDENT

October was a busy month for my family, beginning with Ruben's emergency appendectomy,
then two weeks later my dad, Ken had hip surgery and two weeks after that my mother, Roberta
had gallbladder surgery. Dad and Ruben recovered without a hitch and are back in the groove.
The icing on the cake was mom having to go through the long wait in the ER, being
admitted and a day later, surgery. She had a rough go a couple of days before and after the
surgery, but she is home now and recuperating.
The October overnight tour was great, the mansion, museums, hotel, Coast Guard Air Station
Sacramento and of course wonderful friends to travel with, we missed those of you who were
not able to join the tour.
All of the offices have been filled for next year and some beyond that.
Next months meeting at the Banta Inn is a new venue for the club, Ruben and I have never been
there and are looking forward to it.
May the beautiful month of November bring us more love, happiness, good health, prosperity
and blessings .... Katrina

THE NEXT BIG THING
BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday November 11 - 12:00
Banta Inn - Banta
22563 S. 7th Street

Hosted by - Jim Fenelon & Corine Herrera
If you did not sign up at the meeting please call 209.472.7254
If you would like to caravan with Don & Jan Wigle
Meet at10:30 am - Auto Zone on Pelendale Road
Traveling on secondary roads as much as possible
On Your Own - Not Caravaning
120 by pass - I-5 South - I-205 Exit on 458A (11th Street)
at the round-a-bout take W Grant Line Road - G Street - 7th
OR... HWY 33 North - Banta Road - Grantline Road and turn Left

PAGE 06

October Meeting

At the Rivers Edge
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October Winners
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Minutes From October
PAGE 9

Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club, Inc.

Meeting minutes for October 14, 2018

The meeting was opened at 12:39 pm by President Don Wigle. Thank you to Don and Jan Wigle for hosting the meeting at The
Rivers Edge in Knights Ferry. Welcome to guest of Jan Peterson, Suzette Oliveira. There were 17 members and 1 guest in
attendance.
Reports:
Secretary- Jim Ridenour – Jim Ridenour was absent, Jan Wigle filled in. Don asked if there were any issues with
the September minutes; Jim Fenelon made a motion to approve the September minutes as otherwise printed in
the October newsletter, seconded by Keith Rogers. Motion passed
Treasurer- Elaine Rogers - September Report: Expenses Newsletter $8.02 Give Away $32.50, Memorial donation for Fran Miller
on 9-13 $100.00, Expense Total $140.52. Income from Give Away $75.00.
Publicity- Donna Montavon Sunshine- Donna Montavon - Announced October birthday's, there were no Anniversaries. RubenTellez had an emergency
appendectomy and Ken Van Dyke had a hip replacement.
CTCI- Jim Ridenour - Jim Ridenour Absent - Nothing reported
ACCC- Keith Rogers - Keith Rogers nothing reported
Meetings, Car Shows and Tours- Katrina Tellez - Review of the October tour, who's participating, upcoming event, Trunk or
Treat. Looking into a possible tour of Duarte's, more next month. November meeting at Banta Inn hosted by Jim Fenelon and
Corine Herrera.
Old Business - Clubhouse at Black Oak and dash plaques tabled as involved parties were not present.
New Business - Member's nominated for 2018 officers, President - Katrina Tellez, VP - Jan Peterson, Secretary - Jan Wigle,
Treasurer - Elaine Rogers, Give Away - Keith Rogers, Sunshine - Donna Montavon, Publicity - Donna Montavon, Newsletter,
Katrina Tellez, CTCI - Don Wigle, Board Member - Monty Montgomery and ? . Keith Rogers made a motion to accept the
nominations, seconded by Monty Montgomery. Motion Passed

Next meeting November 11, Banta Inn, hosted by Jim Fenelon and Corine Herrera.
Meeting closed at 1:04 pm
Respectfully Submitted

Jan Wigle, Filling in as Secretary

Give Away- Keith Rogers - The winners are as follows: Corine Herrera ~ Ruben Tellez ~ Jan Peterson ~ Don Wigle ~
Keith Rogers
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Hoods Up
Jan Peterson showed off her new aluminum intake manifold.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Meetings
November 11 • Noon
Jim Fenelon
&
Corine Herrera
Banta Inn - Banta
December 9 • Noon
Ken & Roberta
Van Dyke
Papapolloni
Mediterranean Bistro
Oakdale

Tours

Shows

MODESTO
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Harvest
Classics
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Ken & Roberta

October Tour Continued
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Ken firing up the
Juke Box
Roberta... you're
not going to get
me to Jitter Bug!

Thank You
Donna Montavon
and Elaine Rogers
for the amazing
photography.

October Tour Continued
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The Ramshead...
An amazing private
collection of beautifully
restored cars in a
replicated dealership
showroom

October Tour Submitted by: Jim and Donna Montavon
The Van Dyke's, Martin's, Roger's, Tellez' and Montavon's rolled out from Al's Furniture on a beautiful
Autumn morning, to join up with the Reedy's up the road, close to Manteca. Katrina treated each car
with goody bags of snacks, map, and information to assure the caravan should have no problem
rolling along smoothly across all the back-roads. Despite her efforts the navigator in a '57 Inca Gold
directed a certain car towards Escalon while the others turned westward at the 1st round-a-bout. No
problem; the group still cruised into the agreed upon rendezvous point on time only to find no red
'57 T-bird waiting. Rumor has it that the red T-bird copilot found her pilot goofing off in the bathroom
shortly before the planned departure time.
Finally the group of (5) 57's and a real nice hot rod Lincoln headed north and enjoyed a scenic
back-road adventure to Woodland. The Dusk Rose caravan leader led the group off the exit into
Woodland, but then led us right back onto highway 311 in the reverse direction. Whoops, seems as
if he should have taken the previous exit....another navigator error???
Not to worry, in a few minutes we pulled up to a spectacular 19th century Victorian "Gable
Mansion," a privately owned (FOR SALE: $3.5 million) residence with rows of beautiful roses lining
the entire length of the property frontage. Quite an impressive photo op with our cars in view. Then
on around the corner and down the street to Reiff's Gas Station Museum.
This museum merits a separate article, but in the interest of brevity suffice it to describe a house
converted to a most expansive collection of vintage auto related memorabilia: cars, trucks, airplanes,
gas station equipment, tools, testers, service parts, signage, photos, posters, autographs, etc., etc.,
etc., etc all that no doubt impresses any visitor of any age, from anywhere. I describe the owner Mark
as an American Picker "artist" on steroids, who devoted 18 years to convert a residence into a
museum (after "no wife, I got rid of her a long time ago.")
From here it's off into the country to a local watering hole, Elkhorn Country Saloon, where we
enjoyed a leisure ("when are we gonna get our food?") late lunch. Good grub, laid back, fun place to
hang out for an hour or so, and undoubtedly a hot spot on any given Friday or Saturday night.

PAGE 14

October Tour Continued

Above Left: Ruben Tellez and Jim Montavon posing with a T-Bird
Donna Montavon and Keith Rogers exiting an Air Force Transport
Earl Reedy and Air Museum Dos-ant visiting, it was a beautiful day
We were not allowed to take
pictures in the Coast Guard
hanger, but snapped a pic of a
couple of characters below at the
Air Museum aboard a Coast Guard
transport.
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October Tour Continued

On to Natomas to the Ramshead Automobile Collection. Greeted by "John" and "John" the group
was treated to a collection of twenty five or so really special Caddy's, Lincolns, Foreign makes,
Corvette, Classic Chevy, and Buick's. The centerpiece is a 1954 Chrylser Ghia GS1, one of 9 produced
and only one of five still in existence. This car is one of the most spectacular autos that I have seen.
Our club had previously visited this collection many years ago as arranged by our recently departed
Galen Rydelius. This collection is not open to the public, but obviously Ruben and his connections
were able to pull the strings to get access for our club.
After a fun filled day the group arrived at the Lions Gate Hotel at McClellan Air Base, settled in for a
brief bit of R & R, and then joined for dinner in the Officers' Club. My Salmon along with a nice glass of
Merlot was excellent, and the entire group enjoyed a very nice evening. I had no trouble zonking out
after an estimate 150 mile cruise in a 61 year old sports car along with "X" number of hours of tours,
food and photo stops.
Wednesday, at the continental breakfast we found out there were two casualties: Earl and a
slippery floor in his bathroom, and Roberta with a painful gall bladder. Certainly nothing to make fun
of. We are all relieved that Earl is still all in one piece and Roberta made it home to be admitted to
Doctor's Hospital for surgery (our prayers and best wishes to her).
Most of the group stayed on and were treated to the Aerospace Museum and the adjacent active
Coast Guard Air Station Hangar. Both tours were a change of pace from our previous day activities; an
extensive display of American history, military, space exploration, war era technology, followed by real
time military aircraft information and repair activities that are currently done in a hangar that dates
back 50' some years.
The (5) T-Birds traveled trouble free, a tribute to all our efforts to keep our birds well maintained,
reliable, and fun to drive.
Most of all lots of THANKS, HUGS, and other associated sincere compliments to Ruben and Katrina
for all the hard work, expense, and extra efforts for the club in putting together a most enjoyable two
day activity.
We love our club and efforts such as these are the reasons we look forward to many future
memories.
MC CLELLAN PARK, Calif. — Coast Guard Air Station Sacramento personnel
held a remembrance ceremony, honoring the Coast Guard and Marine Corps
crews who were lost in a mid-air collision in 2009.
While conducting a search and rescue mission, Coast Guard 1705, an HC130 Hercules aircraft, collided with a Marine Corps AH-1W Super Cobra
helicopter, Oct. 29, 2009, near San Clemente Island.
That night, the Coast Guard lost Lt. Cmdr. Che Barnes, Lt. Adam Bryant, Chief
Petty Officer John Seidman, Petty Officer 2nd Class Carl Grigonis, Petty
Officer 2nd Class Monica Beacham, Petty Officer 2nd Class Jason Moletzsky
and Petty Officer 3rd Class Danny Kreder. The Marine Corps lost Maj. Samuel
Leigh and 1st Lt. Thomas Claiborne.
“I ask that you reflect and look into the lives of each one of the crew mates by
remembering them for their honor, integrity, loyalty and devotion to service,”
said Cmdr. Roy Eidem, the executive officer of Air Station Sacramento.
The ceremony included a moment of silence and laying down flowers for
each of the fallen members.

Picture by
Coast Guard Chief Kristina Jones
Article from the Coast Guard News

