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WHAT'S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

T-Birds
T-Birds Ole'
Ole'
July 8, 2018 |

NOON

| Marcella's Mexican Restaurant • Tully Rd. • Modesto
AUGUST 12

BUSINESS MEETING

NOON
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HENRY FORD'S QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“When

everything seems to be going

against you, remember that the
airplane takes off against the wind,
not with it.

”

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM THE CREATOR

Next QC:
CALIFORNIA GOLD
COAST
Date: May 2-5 2019 • Location: Ventura

President: Don Wigle
(209) 527-7775
Email: wigles@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: Katrina Tellez
(209) 480-3628
Email: classic57duskrose@gmail.com
Treasurer: Elaine Rogers
(209) 527-2639
Secretary: Jim Ridenour
(209) 505-3512
CTCI: Jim Ridenour
(209) 505-3512
Board Members:
Earl Reedy
(209) 823-0258
Jim Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Publicity:
Donna Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Sunshine: Donna Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Games: Keith Rogers
(209) 527-2639

The club is on Facebook!
Visit this link:
tinyurl.com/modesto-bird
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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT

Don's '55
It's been a couple of months since my last column, and much has happened. QC came and went,
while none of our cars won an award, as a club we had the best attendance again. The event itself
was well done, with the poker run being a little confusing as there were three different routes. We
were behind Jack and Janice much of the time and they kept taking what we thought were wrong
turns, while they were wondering why we weren't behind them anymore, only to come together again
at the next stop. Fridays taco truck lunch was excellent and the private auto collection was
impressive, as was the tree house.
American Graffiti weekend also came and went. The cruise was longer this year and members who
drove in it were pretty positive. The show on Saturday was also fun, especially since Jim R. arranged
for our parking and furnished the barbecue grill. We had a decent turnout with Jim M., Jim R. Keith
and Elaine, Ken and Ruben in the 56, Pat Jeffries, plus Roger Williams in his 60 'Bird and Marlon in his
almost original Model A. Unfortunately, Jan and I weren't able to attend Sunday so I can't really speak
to that.
We're over halfway through the year already, so it's not too early to start thinking about officers for
next year. Nominations are only three months away, so If you would like to volunteer, or know
somebody who would like to be an officer, let me know.
I'm writing this on the fourth, so hopefully I'll see all of you in a few days at Marcella's restaurant on
Sunday, July 8.
President - Don Wigle

THE MOST SPECIAL DAYS

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Jan Wigle
Dennis Murphy
Judy Murphy
Don Murrison
Jan Peterson
Mona Ridenour

JUNE

5
6
9
10
20
26

Harvey & Cathy Webb
2
Ruben & Katrina Tellez
20
Ken & Betty Sparks
26
Jim & Judy Lyon
26
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THE MOST SPECIAL DAYS

Anniversaries

Birthdays
Pat Mason
Roger Williams
Harvey Webb

JULY

4
11
28

Don and Jan Wigle

7

PISMO BEACH
Van Dyke & Tellez Family with
Katie Langenbeck

The families spent a week at
Pismo Beach fishing and
taking in the sights,
including Hearst Castle, the
Farmers Market on Higurea
Street in San Luis Obispo,
dining at the famous Jacos
Steak House, Fin's Seafood,
and the Elks Lodge
completing the trip with
fresh caught fish barbecued
at camp and topped off with
smores. Sunning, exploring
and dining on Avila and
Pismo Beach = Perfection!

Pismo
Wild
Family
Takeover & Free Vacation

A tour of Hearst Castle
Deep Sea Fishing
Andrew
Visiting from Germany
Arthur and Kelsey
Dessert at Madonna Inn

TOURIST MAGAZINE
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VICE PRESIDENT

It was a beautiful day on May 6th at the Liberty Park Barbecue at Del Web, very relaxing and the food
was excellent. QC+ 41 weekend get away hosted by the Fresno Club in Visalia turned out to be an
outstanding weekend for touring in the classics. Those members who attended local car shows in
Modesto and the Graffiti parade and car show had a good time despite the windy day on Saturday.
The next meeting is July 8th hosted by Marlon and Terry Helton, give them a call if you haven't
signed up. All months now have hosts with the exception of November.
Keep searching for those restoration pictures, will postpone that article for another month or two as
this edition of the NL is chocked full.
Thank you all for the kind complements on the newsletter and your patience!
Make this fourth of July memorable by counting your blessings and truly appreciating your freedom
Happy July - Be Awesome! Katrina

THE NEXT BIG THING
BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday July 8 12:00
Marcella's Mexican Restaurant
3507 Tully Road #1 - Modesto
Hosted by - Marlon & Terry Helton
To sign up call 209.526.9073
From Hwy 99 - Exit on Standiford Go East to Tully Road
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PLAN AHEAD

THANK YOU

Business Meeting

Donna Montavon, Jim

August 12 - Noon
Ruben & Katrina

MACTC
Patches & License Plates
Patches.......................... $ 6.00
License Plates............. $20.00
See Treasurer Elaine Rogers

Ridenour, and Elaine Rogers
for providing pictures
for this edition of the news letter

FEATURING...
THE CLASSICS
Jan Peterson requested an article
featuring members classic's in their
different restoration phases. Please
share pictures of your and/or your
family member's car(s) before,
during and after restoration.
Have you been looking for those
pictures? E-mail, hand deliver or snail
mail ASAP. I will scan and return any
actual pictures received.

facebook.com/calitourguide

Join the Fun!

Find Info & Updates!

7
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The Case of the Scoundrel and the Bar Maid Part 4
To be continued
Ruben Porras the author of The Thunderbird Agency
has been admitted to UCSF and is waiting to receive a
liver transplant. He has been moved up on the
transplant list and the minimum recovery time is about
six months. Although he will be home a few weeks
after surgery. He has simply been much to ill to
continue writing at this time, but is optimistic for a
recovery. In the mean time if you'd like to follow an on
going story that Ruben and Nichole have of their little
girl check out Hope Raspberry's World on Facebook.

Tech Tips

Re-Tock Your Classic Clock

Today, many of the clocks in collector cars are no longer functioning. Yet, it is not that
difficult to get them running again and keep them running. With no more than a little patience
and some simple tools, it is quite likely you can have your clock back in action in less than an
afternoon.
#1 A small, needle-nose pliers is helpful in removing the set stem knob
#2 Open the clock by bending the tabs that hold the face on, and then lift the back case off of
the lens and face.
#3 With the back case removed, you’ll notice that the clock is assembled in layers; the upper
layer houses the solenoid and the connector plug.
#4 The oscillator wheel is a flywheel-like part that is actually connected to the mainspring.
#5 A cast-metal part with a ratcheting pawl has a long extension spring wrapped around it
that pulls the ratchet in one direction. That spring provides the force that runs the clock.
#6 Many times, a burned-out solenoid wire is the culprit behind the clock’s malfunction. In
this case, the wire on this solenoid is still intact.
#7 The moving arm is always being pulled back to its closed position by the tension from its
winding spring.
#8 Go very lightly with the oil; get very lightweight clock oil, or Neet’s Foot Oil. Use tiny drops,
and only at the points where the shafts ride in the brass bushings.
#9 When you re-assemble, be sure the ends of the posts are spread to securely grip the metal
part. This is a critical part of the circuit back to the plug.
#10 A small swinging support moves a slider along the outer spiral of the mainspring to set
the clock’s speed.
Connect the clock to a 12-volt source and check the calibration against a stopwatch. Moving
the slider farther outward along the mainspring’s spiral will make the clock run slower. Usually,
running the clock for five minutes will indicate if you need a large adjustment. After that, you
can do a one-hour test, or simply check for another five minutes, then put it in the car and let
the auto calibration continue to zero it in.
Sometimes clock repair is simply a matter of opening, cleaning, and lubricating. That is not
usually the case, but it does happen. Usually, it will take a bit more effort and investigation. But
the process is not very different from most other automobile electric repairs you have done in
the past. And when it is done, you can enjoy the satisfaction of having personally restored a
system to function as originally designed.
Story by: Pat Gaglione
Excerpts taken from the article; Putting the Ticktock Back in Your Old Car Clock
For the complete article go to: Old Cars Weekly News and Marketplace
http://www.oldcarsweekly.com/restoration/restorationtips/putting_the_ticktock_back_in_your_old_car_clock

PAGE 8

May MEETING

Pictures by

Elaine Rogers

It was quite a barbecue folks, if
you weren't able to attend you
missed some good eaten. The
sides were great and the ribs
were excellent!
Thank You
Jim and Jim you're the best!
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May
Winners!
DON WIGLE, JIM MONTAVON, MARLON
HELTON, ROGER & JOYCE WILLIAMS,
JACK MARTIN, AND DOLLY REEDY
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Minutes From May

Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club, Inc.

Meeting minutes for May 6, 2018

The meeting
PAGE 9 was opened at 1255 hours by our President Don Wigle. Thanks to Earl and Dolly Reedy and
Roger and Joyce Williams for hosting the meeting at Del Webb in Manteca, CA.. This was a pot luck with
many people bringing their favorite dishes. The meal also had a main course of BBQ and smoked baby back
ribs. The ribs were prepared by Jim M and Jim R and each provided a specific personal touch and were
mouthwatering and tender. There were 23 members and 0 guests in attendance.
Reports:
Secretary- Jim Ridenour – Jim asked if there were any issues with last months minutes, when none were
reported Keith Rogers made a motion to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Earl Reedy. The motion
passed unanimously.
Treasurer- Elaine Rogers - The April reports are as follows: Expenses $60.20, Income $110.00.
Publicity- Donna Montavon - No report.
Sunshine- Donna Montavon - Jim Montavon reported for Donna. There are 3 birthdays and 2 anniversaries
in May. For June there are 6 birthdays and 4 anniversaries.
CTCI- Jim Ridenour - "I have nothing to report" said jim.
ACCC- Keith Rogers - No report
Meetings, Car Shows and Tours- Katrina Tellez - Jim Ridenour asked for a show of hands for those that
planned on going to Modesto's Graffiti festival. There were 5 people who raised their hands. It was agreed
that Jim R. would bring his BBQ again for Saturday. Katrina also said that Marlon and Terry would host July's
meeting, we still need someone for August.
Old Business - QC 2018 is just around the corner and a meeting was being held at the conclusion of our
meeting to plan the travel.
New Business - Don Wigle no new business.
Meeting closed at 1316 hours
Respectfully Submitted Jim Ridenour, Secretary
Give Away- Keith Rogers- The winners are as follows: Jack ~ Don ~ Marlon ~ Dolly ~ Roger ~ Jim M.
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Hoods Up - Don reported a loose battery cable for that reason
his t-bird would not start after last month's meeting. Jim M had
a bad starter in Donna's Tweety Bird and Ken V. has purchased
new tires.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Meetings
July 8 • Noon
Marlon & Terry Helton
Marcella's Mexican
Tully Rd. - Modesto
August 12 • Noon
Ruben & Katrina
September 9 • Noon
Ruben & Katrina
October 14 • NOON
Don & Jan Wigle
TBA
November 11 • Noon
Open

Tours

Shows

PAGE 12

Car Shows & Swap Meets
All Summer
Every Wednesday
Night
Velvet Creamery
Classic Cars
2204 McHenry Ave
Modesto

July 15th
Modesto F-100
Elite
Summer Bash
Car Show
Fruit Yard

September 16th
National Marfan
Foundation
Car Show
Fruit Yard

All Summer
Every Friday &
Saturday Night
A&W Drive-In
Classic Cars
1404 G Street
Modesto

September 29th
Thunderbirds On
The Santa Cruz
Municipal Wharf

October 13th
Rods, Roadsters
and Cruising
Show
Del Web Manteca

American Chevrolet
Vintage Fair Mall
Down Town Modesto
Cool Hand Lukes
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Graffiti Parade - Modesto
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Marlon's 1932 Ford Five Window
Coupe purchased in running
condition about 20 years ago.

Marlon Helton

The hot rod sports a 350 Chevy
engine a 670 super charger, dual
carburetors and fresh paint.
It won a Kiwanis award in 2009
has been to numerous shows
and on many trips. Marlon enjoys
his t-bird, but the rod is really fun
to take out on the road.
Marlon also striped and rebuilt
another hot rod when he was in
high school.
Kicking off the local car shows in June was American Chevrolet on Monday June 3rd, Vintage Faire Mall Tuesday, Down
Town Modesto Wednesday, Cool Hand Lukes Thursday and ending with the Official Graffiti week parade in downtown
Modesto and Car Show at the Modesto Municipal Golf Course sponsored by the North Modesto Kiwanis Club; a not for
profit, volunteer-based, community service organization. All proceeds benefit local non-profits.
Pat Jeffries came down from Oregon to attend QC+ and participate in local car shows through the Graffiti weekend.
Many of the club’s members made it to some and/or all, of the shows. Jim & Donna Montavon, Keith & Elaine Rogers,
Jim & Mona Ridenour, Marlon Helton, Roger Williams, Don and Jan Wigle, Ken Van Dyke, Pat Jeffries, Jan Peterson and
Ruben Tellez.
Friday night was the Classic Car parade downtown Modesto,
with over 1,100 cars cruising the drag. The week ended with
the 20th annual Car Show sponsored by Kiwanis, there were
over 1,500 cars on the course. The weather was perfect,
except for some wind which was better than 100 degrees
though, like we have had in the past.
So, if you like old cars, Modesto was the place to be during
that week.
Submitted by: Elaine Rogers
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Graffiti - Car Show

Jim Ridenour's '57 and Marlon's Hot Rod
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QC+ XLI
Those of us that went to QC + this year had a
wonderful time, and perfect weather.
Six cars met in Turlock to caravan to Visalia; Earl &
Dolly, Jack & Janis, Ken & Roberta, Ruben & Katrina,
Keith & Elaine, and Jan Peterson & Pat Jefferies.
Marlon & Terry, Don & Jan and Jim & Donna traveled
to Visalia on their own.

It was so nice meeting up in the yummy hospitality
room to see old friends, and make new ones. There
was a grand assortment of raffle prizes, some of which
a few of our members took home.
Friday, we headed out taking a short drive to the
Blain Motorsports Foundation for a tour, taco truck
lunch and old fashioned root beer floats.
There was an amazing display specializing in old
race cars, workshops, and display rooms. The
grounds were beautiful and included a giant tree
house, with the longest tree swing we have ever seen.
An authentic old diner, with furnishings from a local
diner that has since been long gone. This place was
wonderful and well worth a visit!
Saturday morning was the show-and-shine and a poker run that ended up in Three Rivers for lunch, at a very
quaint River View Restaurant along the Kaweah River. A beautiful and relaxing place for an afternoon luncheon!
Saturday evening we attended a patio banquet with good food, great friends, awards, and once again
Modesto took home the Kay Carmichael Award. Entertainer "Frank Sinatra" serenaded the ladies, for a fun and
entertaining evening!
Thank You Visalia for a GREAT QC+!
Submitted by : Elaine Rogers
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Blain Motorsports Foundation
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Thunderbird Tour at
Blain Motorsports

Taco Lunch
Root Beer Floats

Fun Exploring The
Vintage Air Stream

Tree House
and Giant Swing
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Show & Shine - Poker Run - Lunch at Three Rivers
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QC Banquet

Frank Sinatra
Serenads the Ladies

Get Ready For QC XLII
Nifty 50"s By The Sea
California Gold Coast Thunderbird Club
May 2 - 5 2019

