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WHAT'S HAPPENING THIS MONTH

Valentine's Luncheon
FEBRUARY 11, 2018 | 12:00 PM | TABLE 26 • 2600 GEER ROAD • TURLOCK
COMING UP IN MARCH

BUSINESS MEETING

ANGELINA'S

HOSTS JIM & CORRINE
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HENRY FORD'S QUOTE OF THE MONTH

Failure is simply the
opportunity to begin again,
this time more intelligently.
WORDS OF WISDOM FROM THE CREATOR

Next QC:
SEQUOIA CLUB

President: Don Wigle
(209) 527-7775
Email: wigles@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: Katrina Tellez
(209) 480-3628
Email: classic57duskrose@gmail.com
Treasurer: Elaine Rogers
(209) 527-2639
Secretary: Jim Ridenour
(209) 505-3512
CTCI: Jim Ridenour
(209) 505-3512
Board Members:
Earl Reedy
(209) 823-0258
Jim Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Publicity:
Donna Montavon
(209) 522-8830

Date: May 17-20
Location: Visalia

Sunshine: Donna Montavon
(209) 522-8830
Games: Keith Rogers
(209) 527-2639

The club is on Facebook!
Visit this link:
tinyurl.com/modesto-bird
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NEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT

It looks like the Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club is off to a great start. We had a good time
and a good meal at George's Steak House thanks to Katrina and Ruben Tellez who not only arranged
everything, but added the little touches that make lunch special. The personalized gift bags were an
especially nice touch. Our next lunch will be at Table 26 on Geer Rd. in Turlock thanks to Judy and
Jim Lyon.
Car shows are already starting, and thanks to unseasonably good weather we had a good turnout
at PepBoys for the show on the 20th. I'm sure that between now and May there will be several more
shows, but that's when show season really starts. While it's not really a car show, the Turlock swap
meet was the big event in January for me. Thanks to Jan Peterson's help, I managed to get rid of
some old parts I had around, though I spent more on new things. It also was a good chance to visit
with Jan, Marlon and Jim M. as well as meet some new people.
Finally, there is always the QC, this year in Visalia on May 17th through the 19th. While reduced
registration rate is throuh April 15, the guaranteed room rate is only good through the first of April. I
always recommend that you make reservations early to make sure you get a room.
I'm looking forward to seeing everybody at Table 26 as well as meeting up wherever along the
way.
Happy Motoring
Don Wigle

THE MOST SPECIAL DAYS
Birthdays
Katie Langenbeck 3
Jeanette Voumard 20
Keith Rogers
22
Marlon Helton
27
Dolly Reedy
27

Anniversaries
17
Jim & Donna
Montavon
24
Don & Bobbi
Murrison

TOURIST MAGAZINE
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VICE PRESIDENT

January was quite chilly and a little wet, not Thunderbird top down weather, all though a few
classics made their presence in the community by attending the Pep Boys Grand Opening car
show. Several months still need meeting hosts, as well as the Christmas luncheon which should
have a venue secured as soon as possible. Ideas for local or overnight tours and car show
information you come across is always welcome, please share at the meetings. All membership dues
have been paid for 2018 including CTCI. Plan on attending QC+ in May hosted by the Sequoia Club
in Visalia this year. Always an enjoyable weekend with interesting events and social activities.
QC+ is a lot of work to host, let's show our support by taking the Kay Carmichael Award again this
year! Thank you to Pat Mason for keeping the Facebook page updated and Donna Montavon for
making sure ads for meetings are placed in the Modesto Bee. Ruben and I will be seeing you at
Table 26, bring your Valentine...... and T-Bird on! -- Katrina Tellez

THE NEXT BIG THING
BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday February 11

Table 26

2600 Geer Rd. - Turlock - 12:00
Hosts: Judy and Jim Lyon
North / South 99 - Monte Vista - Head East - Right on Geer Rd.
Order off the menu, Separate checks, Gratuity included
Need to sign up? Contact Judy/Jim Lyon 209-357-0905

PLAN AHEAD
Business Meeting
Sunday March 11th - - 12:30
Angelina's Spaghetti House
Hosted by Jim and Corine
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Editor's Note: I am happy that you are enjoying this new
feature! Stayed tuned for more monthly!
The Case of the Scoundrel and the Bar Maid
Just after another lunch of Dim Sum, greasy egg rolls, and
fried rice the detectives walked up to their office to find a
woman banging on their locked door and crying. She
explained through loud, breathless sobs and rivers of black
running mascara that she believed that her husband had been
cheating on her.
At first Gibbs and Long expected the same old case and the
same old ‘too low to keep the lights on’ fee but things quickly
gained momentum.
Right before the woman passed out right in front of them, she
started talking about a dead body that a construction crew
renovating her kitchen had found underneath an area of old
hardwood that was hardly ever walked on. The trouble was
that the body couldn’t have been there for more than a few
days. By instinct she questioned the crew and all but blamed
them. As she was berating the crew, according to her, her cell
phone rang and a mysterious deep voice with a hint of a
British accent told her a story that totally blew her away.
It was the tale of a man (her husband) and a young lustful female bartender and their wild escapades
together at some of the city’s seediest juke joints, underground dance clubs, dirty, cheap hourly hotels,
and dive bars. It was hard to believe but something made her believe it. Something about the tale seemed
to ring true to her. Something about it made her feel very uneasy. The caller was calling primarily to ask her
if she knew anything about the relationship and if so, if she had any clue where the young woman was. The
barmaid had apparently been missing for a few weeks.
The first thing Betty Martin wanted to do was call the police. That was her very first instinct. The trouble
was that her husband was a powerful city leader who sat on the City Council and countless boards of
major local companies. An investigation could end his career and ruin his life and she knew that. She didn’t
want to hurt him if the accusatory deep mystery voice on the phone was lying. She needed to know the
truth. Her next step was to pay the hapless construction workers way too much money to dispose of the
body and keep their mouths shut. After that, she reached out to Gibbs and Long who a friend had
mentioned to her after they found her prized Chihuahua that had gone missing after a night of romancing a
neighbors French Poodle.
It was time for the team to fire up their trusty ’56 ‘Bird and take to the streets and they were ready to do so
with a force and vigor that neither of them had felt in years.
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January
Winners

JIM RIDENOUR

ROBERTA

JOYCE

DON & JAN

FUN FUN FUN

JIM FENELON
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Meetings

Tours

Feb 11 • Noon
Table 26
Judy & Jim Lyon

Feb • Open

March 11 • 12:30
Angelina's • Stockton
Jim & Corrine

March • Open

April 15 • Noon
Jim & Donna Montavon
TBA

April • Open

May 06 • Noon
Dolly Reedy &
Joyce Williams
Del Web Manteca

May 17-20 • QC
Sequoia Club
Visalia

June • No Meeting

Shows

June • 8-10
American Graffiti
Modesto
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MINUTES FROM JANUARY
Modesto Area Classic Thunderbird Club, Inc.
Meeting minutes for January 14, 2018
The meeting was opened at 1255 hours by our President Don Wigle. Thanks to Ruben and Katrina Tellez for hosting the
meeting at Georges Steakhouse in Modesto, CA.
Reports:
Secretary- Katrina Tellez – There where no reported errors in Decembers meeting minutes. A motion was made by Jim Ridenour
and seconded by Earl Reedy, the motion passed unanimously.
Treasurer - Elaine Rogers- CTCI dues have been paid. Incorporation for 2018 has been sent to the Secretary of State. Elaine
received a card from Fran Miller with her dues for 2018 (Fran has been a long-time member of the MACTC and though she lives
out of state she still continues to pay the dues so she can get the newsletter). Our Chapter report is as follows: 30 members, 2
honorary members, 6 ’55’s, 8 ’56’s, 21 ’57’s, 3 retro-birds, and 1 BIG Purple bird. The November and December reports are as
follows: Expenses $2069.63, Income $3590.00.
Publicity - Donna Montavon- Our meetings are being published in the Modesto Bee’s “Around the Region” so watch for them.
Sunshine - Donna Montavon- 6 birthdays, 0 anniversaries and 1 marriage. It was also reported that Bev Montgomery is doing
better. We wish the best to the Cose’s and the Montgomery’s.
CTCI - Jim Ridenour- “I have nothing to report” said Jim.
ACCC - Keith Rogers- It was published in the Defender magazine that legislation is being introduced to stop the sale of gasoline
operated vehicles by 2040. ACCC membership of $125.00, a motion was made by Roger Williams to approve the expenditure
and it was seconded by Jack Martin. The motion was passed unanimously.
Meetings, Car Shows and Tours - Katrina Tellez- Next meeting is at Table 26 in Turlock on February 11 and will be hosted by Jim
and Judy Lyon. Dolly Reedy reported that the May meeting will be on the 6th. The car show for Parkview estates in April has
been cancelled. There is a free car show at Pep Boys in Modesto on January 20th. A letter was received from the Monterey T
Bird club, the letter was from an organization that benefited from contributions from the QC in May.
Hoods Up- Don Wigle - Jack Martin is having a number of things done to his t-bird. There is a swap meet in Turlock on Saturday
January 27th.
Old Business - QC 2018 is in Visalia, the entry form is available on our website. We are still seeking a newsletter editor.
New Business - Don Wigle recognized Katrina for her efforts in doing the newsletter, Roster, badges and everything else that
she does for our club. It will be the MACTC turn to host the QC in 2020. A committee needs to be formed to start planning this.
For starters however, there was a motion to have it at Black Oak casino by Ken Van Dyke and seconded by Keith Rogers. The
motion was passed unanimously.
Meeting closed at 1323 hours

Respectfully Submitted Jim Ridenour Secretary.

Give Away- Keith Rogers- The winners are as follows:
Jim Ridenour ~ Joyce Williams ~ Roberta Van Dyke ~ Jim Fenelon ~ Don & Jan Wigle
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First Meeting in 2018
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Always A Great Time With T-Bird Friends!

December 29, 2017
Jim & Mona
Ridenour

Just

Just Married!
Married!

LOVEBIRDS
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Tech
Tips To Keep Your Bird Flying Smoothly

Obviously the classics spend a lot of time being stored and are not on the road as much as when
they were hot off the assembly line. They do take a lot more maintenance, and that is where a club
can come in handy if you aren't that interested in being under the hood yourself. Simply ask for help.
If your car has been sitting for a couple of months or more, now would be a good time to give it a
good check up.
Be sure the battery is fully charged and the cables are free of corrosion and secure.
Check the water pump for leaks.
Top off the radiator with coolant.
Top off brake fluid and check brake lines/system for leaks.
Check the condition of brake pads and rotors.
Check tire air pressure and inspect for cracks and air leaks.
If the car has been sitting for a month or more without a stabilizer in the gas tank it would be a good
idea to run a tank full of high-octane to burn off residue from gas that has been sitting over a period
of time.

facebook.com/calitourguide

Join the Fun!

Find Info & Updates!
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Pep Boys Grand
Opening Car Show
Braving the chilly day for the first car show of the
year; Roger Williams, Ken Van Dyke, Don Montavon,
Don Murrison, Jim Ridenour and Ruben Tellez (not
pictured). Hosted by PepBoys of Modesto the event
featured a dyno machine, oldies music, barbecue,
raffle, car part specials and a good assortment of cars
for those seeking entertainment and fresh air.
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Love & Thunder

by Katrina Tellez / Photos by Ruben Porras

Don's childhood began in Oklahoma, Bobbi's in
Michigan. Don grew up with three brothers and
three sisters and Bobbi with her brother. Around
the age of ten their families moved to California,
Don and Bobbie not knowing at the
time grew up five miles from each other; Don in
Wallace and Bobbi in Burson, both attended one
room schools each in their respective towns.
They road the same bus to Calaveras high
school in San Andreas; Don said they may have
shared a seat all of twice in four years, Bobbi
said, Don was a quiet reserved young man.
They were in the same class of maybe 57
students and graduated the same year.
Out of high school Bobbi met and married a
neighbor boy eventually settling in Sparks,
Nevada where they raised four sons and Bobbi
was employed in electronic communication.
Their boys, interested in sports and horses kept
the family busy and Bobbi hopping with
horseback riding, attending games and cooking
up a storm feeding four growing boys; which
makes it difficult to this day to prepare a meal for
two!
Don spent a couple of years in heavy
construction with the Navy, married, bought his
first home and settled in Modesto. Don and his
wife raised two sons and two daughters while he
made a career with PG & E. Don is handy and
creative like the time he built a motor-home from
the chassis up. Being motorcycle buffs, riding
was more than a hobby, Don's wife rode until
she was seventy and Don recently sold his bike
when the Dr. suggested it was time he act his
age! Don is a charter member of our club.

Don & Bobbi
12 Great Years!
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How it began... While on the job-site a co-worker of Don's mentioned he was working on a 1955
Thunderbird. Don told him if he ever decided to sell it to let him know. Years later the man asked him if
he was still interested in buying the '55 T-Bird, Don said what T-Bird? He had forgotten he told him he
was interested, so there he was in Escalon in the garage looking at a 1955 Red Thunderbird buried
under garage stuff. It needed so much work, but he bought it, took it home and began the restoration.
Work on the '55 Red was progressing, but while out and about one day he spotted Marlon Helton
standing by a T-Bird and stopped to talk. Marlon told him about a lady named Jan Peterson who was
starting a Thunderbird club if he was interested. He was interested and got in touch with Jan, as he
was telling her about the car she said "oh goodness you didn't buy that 1955 Red mess from Myron B.
Stetler did you?" Of course he had! Don joined the club when it was chartered in 1981, he served as
the club's third President in 1983 and continued restoring the '55 Red. In 1987 he saw an ad in the
Early Bird for a 1956 Powder Blue for sale in Stockton. While looking the car over Don walked down
one side and his wife walked down the other telling him, "the last thing we need is another damn TBird", when they met at the back of the car she said "let's get it!" and Don said "I'll take it". Don is
the third owner; the second owner, Frank Hungerford used it as a daily driver and changed the color
from Navajo Grey to Powder Blue.
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February 24th will be the couples 12th anniversary, they are very happy to have found one another. Don
and Bobbi unexpectedly crossed paths at one of their high school class reunions. Neither were
particularly enjoying themselves and just happened to leave the park at the same time and were parked in
the same area. While walking to their vehicles they began a conversation, discovering that each had lost
their spouses; Bobbi for some years already, but Don much more recent. Bobbi offered to loan him some
books about grieving, which she promptly shipped to him. Don personally returned Bobbi's books and
asked her to dinner, that was the beginning of their great friendship. Don made trips to Sparks every
other month or so, then every month, then every other week, you get the idea! Their friendship had
blossomed and Don spontaneously said, "we should get married", Bobbi said, "sure". They decided to
keep it simple, just the two of them; after the ceremony they went to Circus Circus to celebrate and enjoy a
cocktail. A curious waitress discovered their story and before they knew it there was a small group in the
club celebrating with them!
The happy couple now live in the home Don purchased 60 years ago and have enjoyed cruises to the
Riviera, Panama, Hawaii and Alaska. They keep active by going to the gym, out dancing twice a week and
are dedicated and active members of the Modesto Thunderbird Club.
After 38 years Don and Bobbi are parting with their 1956 Powder Blue Thunderbird and they hope it
brings fun in the sun and new friendships wherever it goes!
Happy Anniversary Don and Bobbi, and thank you for sharing your beautiful story.

